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Dean Thomas Stegman: Good evening everyone and welcome to tonight's presentation,
Coping and Hoping with the Help of Jeremiah. It's my distinct pleasure to introduce our
speaker. Dr. Jamie Waters teaches scripture at DePaul University in ChicagGó  Պh�՚ � Նh�¬
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� agü �  Ć  gA �agü�ՆĖ  c Ցz ˊ¬ Ԋ gAing պ Ԥ gA A�� Նc՚iԺպ  њ֋պ  nԤպ  wԤg�� Ć  ֦iպ hiՑ պ h� üaՆպ  hԤ֋՚ ɶ՚

Ϊ aպ �՚Ն aՑz ˊ haz a chaՑc� պ Ԥ պ aüê ֦iz h ʚaպ h�՚ ˺�ah iՑ պ ׊ h� ̺ ՚�Նiz�Ցպ ¬ Ն ̦��ic�Ė Ʉnz h� aՆê�her, “Well, who are your influential professors?” And, I kid you not, the first name out of her

mouth is one David Vanderhooft, and David, I'm so glad that you're here to join us.

After finishing her BA, she went on to complete a Masters of Arts and Religion at Yale
University and got her Ph.D. in Near Eastern Stuq✀ D℀itutma n 

�L �Y �H �U �V �L �W �\ �� �� �+ �H �U

expertise is in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament) and the Ancient Semitic Languages. In 2013, Dr.
Waters joined the Catholic Studies Department at DePaul University where she has been able
to merge her interest in ancient and modern perspectives of the Bible. Her research interests
include sacred and liminal space, ancient Israelite religion, biblical law, and figurative language
in the Hebrew Bible. Dr. Waters is published on the topics of sacred and liminal space in her
book “Threshing Floors in Ancient Israel: Their Ritual and Symbolic Significance,” which was
published by Fortress Press in the Young Scholars Series in 2015. This work explores ancient
conceptions of agrarian space, what we typically call farming, farm space, right. I have to
interpret some of these words for this urban audience.

Her current projects elaborate on this phenomenon by researching the ways in which
agriculture and the natural environment facilitate the human-divine intervention. She's also
the author of a book c Literature as well as more focused courses such as the Environment of the Bible, the

Ten Commandments, Psalms, and Prophecy. We are so grateful that she traveled all the way
from the Windy City to join us here tonight at Boston College. A warm welcome, and please
join me in giving a warm welcome to Dr. Watters.

Dr. Waters:
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the saddest lecture of the Continuing Education series. I mean, already as I'm reading this,
I'm already overwhelmed, so I don't want this to be the saddest lecture. Um, I know we've all
been going through a lot, so spending an hour on suffering and death and destruction might
be a bit too much. At least, I can say it might be too much for me. So even though I've been
wading through the pain of Jeremiah, I'm happy to say that there are hopeful texts that likely
inspire Jeremiah, his community, and later communities after the exile. And these texts might
inspire us today. So, that's where my focus will be for most of the evening.

We'll start first by exploring themes in Jeremiah's vision of restoration. Then we'll review some
of Jeremiah's inner struggles--might be a little somber in the middle--but not to fear, Jeremiah
will remind us of the power of praying as a coping strategy during difficult times. And finally,
we'll end by reviewing a passage about healing in Jeremiah that has been inspirational and
influential in music.

So, we'll start first with restoration. The Book of Jeremiah includes a variety of literary styles
like sermons, poetic oracles of judgment, and prose narratives about the prophet's life. The
book also incorporates collections of material with distinct literary features, and one of these
collections found in Jeremiah chapters 30-33 is often called the Book of Consolation, or Book
of Comfort or Restoration. In these chapters, especially 30 and 31, we get an idea of what
healing would look like after destruction and exile. Walter Bruggeman notes that Jeremiah
30-33 has promissory materials that function in a few ways: the texts offer an explanation for
how people survived exile, the texts have a pastoral quality that gives assurance and
consolation that were needed as many people likely felt abandoned by God, and the texts
reveal a theological concern that stresses a God who heals.

Some of the themes in these chapters include people returning to Israel and Judah, the
rebuilding of the land, celebration and merriment, and inclusivity. And here I offer a small
sample of passages. On multiple occasions in Jeremiah, the people of Judah were told that
they would be scattered throughout the nations. Jeremiah 10:18, for instance, says that the
inhabitants of the land would be thrown out among the nations. Jeremiah 18:17 threatens
that the people would be scattered before the enemy. In texts on restoration we see a
reversal, an interest in people being called home. “They will return from the land of the
enemy. I will let them walk by brooks of water in a straight path. Your children shall come
back to their own country.”

We also have images of rebuilding, which was necessary after exile. The many oracles of
judgment in Jeremiah highlight the damaging effects of invasion and destruction to the land
itself and to its inhabitants. Judah is depicted as a wasteland, a desolate area, a heap of ruins
with people, animals, and the earth dying.

The destruction of Judah reveals the interconnections of the people, the land, and the animals
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Implicit in referencing the women alongside the blind and the lame is an assurance that they
can take comfort in divine assistance that will make the journey home possible, despite any
physical challenges. Now thinking about this vision of inclusivity in light of the continued
dialogue surrounding racial justice and equity offers a reminder of how these goals require
inclusion. To heal a damaged society and to create a more just and equitable world, people
have to be included - especially those who have been historically marginalized. By naming the
groups who are often on the margins and cᘀed a s e









about hope and healing. So spend some time, think about this, talk to your neighbor, and then
we'll reconvene in about 10 minutes, okay? Thank you.

(Time passes)

All right, it sounds lik
All r d s, ay? Thag.in 
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from the 80’s.  It may go back that far, but that presentation that I showed was from ‘97. I
think that it, uh, really reflects trying to build on the AI





Tear Down and To Plant.” But there's another one more recent commentary that he's done,
that I can probably look up soon after this to tell you. But look up Bruggemann's commentary
on Jeremiah. I think that would be a great place to start. Then also, this doesn't, this isn't a
book just on prayer in Jeremiah, but I actually found the Africana Bible Commentary, which
has sort of short treatments on each book of the Bible, the Jeremiah treatment especially
focuses on HIV and AIDS and Jeremiah and issues of prayer and restoration that I find - it
could be another place to look. I don't know that -  it's not a book length, but I think it is also
a good resource.

Staff: And Dr. Waters, if you want to provide some books for us later we can always email
them to our registrants.

Waters: Absolutely. I'll be happy to share my bibliography.

Staff: Maybe one or two more here and then we're going to ask our Zoom audience if they
have questions too.

Audience: Not so much a question but just to follow up on the comment the young lady
made and thinking abou�a queter we on



Babylon - like wherever they were - to be free to be restored. That hope is always, you know
a descant, if you will, to that melody. Thank you.

Waters: Thank you.

James: Alright so, a couple of comments first from our Zoom audience. OnB㴀


