


Thanks very much for that warm welcome, and it is really great to be back here and to see all
of you. So, thanks very much for having me. I've had opportunities today to connect with
some of you, and I found the community to be really warm and welcoming. And I thank you
for the hospitality you've already extended - and you can feel free to keep it up during my
talk. You don't have to stop. Um, especially during that discussion at the end of the talk - the
most hospitable thanks.

So, um, although this is my first visit to the School of Theology and Ministry, I am very
familiar with Boston College and very excited to be here. As Tom mentioned, I'm a graduate of
BC. Nineteen years ago I set foot on this campus as a political science major planning to go to
law school, and 15 years ago I graduated with majors in theology and philosophy and was
bound for divinity school. So you just never know what's



the saddest lecture of the Continuing Education series. I mean, already as I'm reading this,
I'm already overwhelmed, so I don't want this to be the saddest lecture. Um, I know we've all
been going through a lot, so spending an hour on suffering and death and destruction might
be a bit too much. At least, I can say it might be too much for me. So even though I've been
wading through the pain of Jeremiah, I'm happy to say that there are hopeful texts that likely
inspire Jeremiah, his community, and later communities after the exile. And these texts might
inspire us today. So, that's where my focus will be for most of the evening.

We'll start first by exploring themes in Jeremiah's vision of restoration. Then we'll review some
of Jeremiah's inner struggles--might be a little somber in the middle--but not to fear, Jeremiah
will remind us of the power of praying as a coping strategy during difficult times. And finally,
we'll end by reviewing a passage about healing in Jeremiah that has been inspirational and
influential in music.

So, we'll start first with restoration. The Book of Jeremiah includes a variety of literary styles
like sermons, poetic oracles of judgment, and prose narratives about the prophet's life. The
book also incorporates collections of material with distinct literary features, and one of these
collections found in Jeremiah chapters 30-33 is often called the Book of Consolation, or Book
of Comfort or Restoration. In these chapters, especially 30 and 31, we get an idea of what
healing would look like after destruction and exile. Walter Bruggeman notes that Jeremiah
30-33 has promissory materials that function in a few ways: the texts offer an explanation for
how people survived exile, the texts have a pastoral quality that gives assurance and
consolation that were needed as many people likely felt abandoned by God, and the texts
reveal a theological concern that stresses a God who heals.

Some of the themes in these chapters include people returning to Israel and Judah, the
rebuilding of the land, celebration and merriment, and inclusivity. And here I offer a small
sample of passages. On multiple occasions in Jeremiah, the people of Judah were told that
they would be scattered throughout the nations. Jeremiah 10:18, for instance, says that the
inhabitants of the land would be thrown out among the nations. Jeremiah 18:17 threatens
that the people would be scattered before the enemy. In texts on restoration we see a
reversal, an interest in people being called home. “They will return from the land of the
enemy. I will let them walk by brooks of water in a straight path. Your children shall come
back to their own country.”

We also have images of rebuilding, which was necessary after exile. The many oracles of
judgment in Jeremiah highlight the damaging effects of invasion and destruction to the land
itself and to its inhabitants. Judah is depicted as a wasteland, a desolate area, a heap of ruins
with people, animals, and the earth dying.

The destruction of Judah reveals the interconnections of the people, the land, and the animals
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Implicit in referencing the women alongside the blind and the lame is an assurance that they
can take comfort in divine assistance that will make the journey home possible, despite any
physical challenges. Now thinking about this vision of inclusivity in light of the continued
dialogue surrounding racial justice and equity offers a reminder of how these goals require
inclusion. To heal a damaged society and to create a more just and equitable world, people
have to be included - especially those who have been historically marginalized. By naming the
groups who are often on the margins 



Psalms in which the petitioner describes a hardship, prays for relief, and affirms God's ability
to resolve the issue. Jeremiah calls God his refuge, his safe place in the midst of turmoil - a
common image used in Psalms.

In addit





dramatic effects to enrich the words of the hymn. Now we can't talk about music without
listening to something, right? I'm spending this time talking about the song - and don't worry
I'm not going to sing it for you, but I have set up to hear some good renditions.

(Break in video inviting you to use links in the description.)

This second version draws on the same biblical text and the same spiritual style, but it infuses
Gospel and R&B musical style in to produce a more upbeat song, that's obvious. This version
also changes the lyrics - I hope 



about hope and healing. So spend some time, think about this, talk to your neighbor, and then
we'll reconvene in about 10 minutes, okay? Thank you.

(Time passes)

All right, it sounds lik
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from the 80’s.  It may go back that far, but that presentation that I showed was from ‘97. I
think that it, uh, really reflects trying to build on the AI





Tear Down and To Plant.” But there's another one more recent commentary that he's done,
that I can probably look up soon after this to tell you. But look up Bruggemann's commentary
on Jeremiah. I think that would be a great place to start. Then also, this doesn't, this isn't a
book just on prayer in Jeremiah, but I actually found the Africana Bible Commentary, which
has sort of short treatments on each book of the Bible, the Jeremiah treatment especially
focuses on HIV and AIDS and Jeremiah and issues of prayer and restoration that I find - it
could be another place to look. I don't know that -  it's not a book length, but I think it is also
a good resource.

Staff: And Dr. Waters, if you want to provide some books for us later we can always email
them to our registrants.

Waters: Absolutely. I'll be happy to share my bibliography.

Staff: Maybe one or two more here and then we're going to ask our Zoom audience if they
have questions too.

Audience: Not so much a question but just to follow up on the comment the young lady
made and think



Babylon - like wherever they were - to be free to be restored. That hope is always, you know
a descant, if you will, to that melody. Thank you.

Waters: Thank you.

James: Alright so, a couple of comments first from our Zoom au


