




ENGL 7732 Contemporary Irish Fiction - Smith | Tu 4:30-6:55
Concentrating on contemporary Irish fiction, this seminar examines the confluence of stories
representing Irish society since the mid-1980s. We will discuss significant cultural shifts and
attempt answers to ongoing cultural questions. These include issues of national identity in an era
of globalization, the relationship between tradition and innovation in Celtic Tiger Ireland, and the
challenges and contradictions posed by the Northern Ireland Peace Process, as well as issues of
gender, sexuality, and ethnicity in the new Ireland. Novelists include Roddy Doyle, Colm Tibn,
Patrick McCabe, Emma Donoghue, Mary Morrissy, Anne Enright, Eoin McNamee,



ENGL 9916 PhD seminar: Performance and Representation - Sofer | W 10-1
In this introduction to the interdisciplinary field of Performance Studies (PS), topics may include
the politics of representation; performing race/performing gender; performance and
performativity; performance ethnography; queer performance; performance historiography; and
digital performance. Likely critical readings include Jacques Derrida, J. L. Austin, Judith Butler,
Joseph Roach, Diana Taylor, Tina Post, and others. Readings will be paired with one or more
cultural performances (play, film, video, performance art, etc.). As well as writing a seminar
paper, seminar members are encouraged to apply PS concepts and methods to their own field(s)
of interest toward a conference paper or publishable book review.


