


Reading List:  During the first three weeks of the semester, the student should submit via Canvas 

a bibliography that lists the primary and secondary sources the student plans to review and cite 

in the paper. 

 

Detailed Outline:  By the sixth week of the semester, the student should submit an outline via 

Canvas and schedule a follow-up meeting with the supervisor.   The 3-5 page outline should be 

a roadmap of the arguments the student plans to make, the cases and commentary on which the 

student will rely and the remaining questions the student aims to answer. 

 

Rough Draft:  By the tenth week of the semester, the student should submit a first draft to the 

supervisor via Canvas.  The draft should be substantially complete and should set forth and 

support the student’s thesis.  The supervisor will provide comments on the paper to guide 

revisions for the final draft.  Revising the paper in response to the supervisor’s comments will 

greatly improve the student’s final product, and is necessary to satisfy the law school’s Upper 

Level Writing requirement.  

 

Final Paper:  The final paper that is submitted for a grade/credit must be of publishable quality.  It 

should be submitted to the supervisor via Canvas by the deadline established by the faculty 

supervisor (but no later than the final day of exams for the semester in which the independent 

study was conducted).  The final paper should be fully cited with citations in proper Bluebook form 

and carefully proofread to qualify for independent study credit. 

 

For a 1 credit independent study, the supervisor and the student will agree upon appropriate 

component assignments and deadlines which will be submitted to the supervisor via Canvas.  

 

 


